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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  

33 S. 11th Street,  

Reading, PA 19602  

 
 

Godõs  

Responsive people  

Acting out our faith by  

Committing ourselves to reach out to  

Each and Everyone in Godõs vast creation. 

***********  

òEPISTLE OF GRACEó 

***********  

January 2015  

Our Annual Congregational Meeting 
Will be held on  

January 25 after worship. 

ð A light lunch will be served. ð   

Join Us Each Sunday Here at Grace 

9:00 a.m. Sunday school for all ages 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

Breakfast at 8:45 a.m. on January 18 
and the third Sunday of every month. 
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Pastoral Reflections 
January 2015 

According to my son, Drew, there isnôt much better than a 
warm bath.  He loves to soak in the cozy water and look at 
the bubbles sparkling and watch streams of water drip from 
his bright orange toy whale that we use for rinsing him.  After 
a few minutes in the tub, he is more relaxed, and (when 
weôre lucky) ready for bed.  Itôs a fresh start ï heôs not just 
free of dirt and grime, but free from whatever was stressing 
him out or working him up just a few moments before.  

On January 4, Drew will receive another bath ï the great 
Christian bath ï the sacrament of Holy Baptism.  This bath is 
better than any other.  It washes us clean of our sins, gives 
us eternal salvation, and marks us with the cross of Christ 
forever.  In this bath, Drew will be initiated into the Christian 
faith.  We, his parents, his sponsors, and the whole church 
community, will promise to raise him in the faith (and for your 
promises, I am grateful).  And most importantly, God promis-
es ï in the water and the Word ï to be with Drew forever-
more.  

There isnôt much better than this Great Bath.  

As Drew is baptized, and whenever anyone is baptized at 
Grace, I hope that we will all remember our own baptisms.  It 
is a wonderful chance to remember the promises that God 
has already made to us.  It is a wonderful reminder that we 
are loved, that we belong to God, and that we are part of 
something bigger than ourselves ï the body of Christ on 
Earth.  

In fact, Martin Luther encouraged us to remember our  
baptisms often ï each and every time we wash our face.    
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He drew great comfort from his baptism, not only as an act that 
happened in the past, but as something that made an impact 
on his daily life.  He encouraged us to think not, ñI was bap-
tized,ò but instead, ñI am baptized!ò  Because we are washed 
clean and bear Godôs promises, we are free to live abundant, 
even risky lives, full of riches and grace.  We are given limitless 
fresh starts from God.  

A fresh start is a good thing anytime, but especially at the be-
ginning of the new year.  My prayer for us as we enter 2015 is 
that we will remember and trust the promises God made to 
each of us in baptism, and that we will boldly live as Godôs peo-
ple, taking risks for the sake of our community and our world. 

Peace be with you, 
Pastor Marsha 
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December Council  
We did not have a quorum for council this month. All business  
scheduled for the December meeting will be discussed in  
January. 

The next Church Council Meeting will be on January 8, 2015.   

Council members, if you cannot attend a council meeting, 
please contact Pastor Marsha as early as possible.  We would 
like to make alternate plans if a quorum is not possible.  

Guest Preacher 
On Sunday, January 4, The Reverend Scott Anderson, father 
of Pastor Marsha, will be our guest preacher and preside at the 
baptism of grandson Drew.  Pastor Scott is the pastor of St. 
Paulôs Lutheran Church in Durham, North Carolina.    

Youth Bound for Detroit This Summer 
Youth who will participate in the National Youth 
Gathering ñRise Upò this summer will meet on 
Sunday, January 11, 6:30-8:00 p.m. at  
Atonement Lutheran Church, Wyomissing.  
This meeting will provide time for planning and 
team building; parents do not need to attend.     

           New Members 
New members will be received  
during worship on February 15.  If you are 
interested in becoming a member of Grace Lutheran 
Church or if you have any questions about membership, please  
contact Pastor Marsha at 610-375-3961.   
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Help Fill Our Photo Wall  
Celebrating our Gifts . . .  
and Responding in Love! 

For all of  2015, the bulletin board outside of 
the library will be a place for members and 
friends of Grace to post photos of our minis-
tries.  Everyone is encouraged to take pictures during church 
events, and post the best ones on the board.  Please write your 
name on the back of the photos if you would like to get them 
back.  As the board fills up, we will rotate older photos off.  

As you take pictures, please make sure folks feel comfortable 
having their picture taken...and please honor a "no thanks"! 

Thank you for your participation. 

 

January Meetings 

¶ Choir Rehearsal in the sanctuary each Wednesday at  
7:00 p.m.  

¶ Grow in Grace Tutoring each Tuesday at 3:00 p.m.   

¶ Christian Education: Monday, January 5, at 6:00 p.m. 

¶ Council: Thursday, January 8, at 7:00 p.m. 

¶ Altar Guild: Sunday, January 11, after worship 

¶ Apple Dumpling Gang: Sunday, January 11, after worship 

¶ ñRise Upò National Youth Gathering meeting for youth: Sunday, 
January 11, 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Atonement Lutheran Church in  
Wyomissing 

¶ Church Talk: Saturday, January 24, at 10:00 a.m. 

¶ Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday, January 25, after 
worship 
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  Monthly Breakfasts 

We are in need of volunteers to help cook 
our breakfasts, which are held at 8:45 a.m. on 
the third Sunday of each month.  If interested, or 
for more information, contact Pastor Marsha at 

610-375-3961. 

Also, we are now suggesting a $3 donation per person to 
cover the costs of the breakfast.  The donations we have 
been receiving to date have not been meeting breakfast 
costs.  Please give if you are able! 

Our breakfasts are a great opportunity for people to share in  
fellowship and support of each other.  They are also a great 
way for us to invite people from the community to join us for 
a warm meal and stay to worship God together.  They are an 
important part of our life together at Grace.  Please consider 
how you can help make these meals happen.   

Church Talk 
 

Our Lutheranism 101 class is now called 
"Church Talk." We'll meet once a month 
to discuss issues at the intersection of 
faith and the real world.  
 
The topic for January is Islam 101.  We will explore the  
basics of Islam, and make a list of questions for a Muslim 
guest speaker who will join us at a future gathering. 
 
Be part of Church Talk on Saturday, January 24, 10:00 a.m. 
ð 12:00 noon in the Adult Sunday School room. 
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Worship Sponsorships Needed  
With a new year before us, now is the time to select the dates 
when you will sponsor the altar flowers, sanctuary lamp, and  
bulletins for Sunday worship.  It is a wonderful way to remember 
or acknowledge a family member or friend.    

Many sponsorships are available in January:   

Flowers: January 4: one vase; January 11, 18, and 25: two 
vases each week 

Sanctuary Lamp:  January 4, 18, 25 

Bulletins:  January 11, 18, and 25 

If you have a particular date for which you want to be a sponsor, 
now is the time to reserve it by completing the form below.  Cost 
for sponsoring flowers, lamp, or bulletin is $15 each.  

SPONSOR SHEET  
FOR ALTAR FLOWERS, SANCTUARY LAMP, AND BULLETINS 

Name of Person Filling Out Form: ________________________ 

Phone #: __________________ 

Date of Sponsorship: Sunday, ________________  

In Memory / In Honor of:  (Please circle Memory or Honor) 

___________________________________________________ 

And given by  

__________________________________________________ 

Check One: ____ Bulletins   ___ Flowers   ___ Sanctuary Lamp 

Return completed form to Louise McCloughan.   
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Winter is officially here.   

In case of inclement weather, Grace Church will  
announce cancellation of our worship service on  
Channel 69 WFMZ.  This information will be available 
on your television and the website www.wfmz.com/
weather/school-and-business-closings . 

Accepting Christmas Items In January 

Do you have Christmas decorations or Christmas 
items that you no longer want to keep?  If so, 
please bring them to the church rather than pack-
ing them away.  We will keep them here for next 
yearôs Christmas Bazaar, which will be held in No-
vember.  Items can be brought to the church 
through the end of January.   

See Diane Ohlinger with questions or for more information.     

Reading Lutheran Parish News 

Pastor Carolyn Hetrick from Holy Spirit  Lutheran 
Church has resigned and will begin serving Christ 
Lutheran Church in Conyngham, PA this month. 

Join Us to See òJosephó 
September 12, 2015 

Next year we will travel to Sight & Sound 
Theatre in Strasburg, PA to see their  
production of ñJoseph.ò  The cost for bus 
fare and show ticket is $118 per person.  
Lunch is separate.  Payment plans are available.   

Contact Barb Seidel at 484-794-0857 for more information and to sign 
up.     
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Soupôs On! 
Thanks to the many good cooks at Grace who 
volunteered to make homemade soup, we have a 
wonderful menu of delicious soups available for 
sale from January 11 through February 8.  We 
will update this menu as additional soup  
donations are received.    

The soup will be sold in a 12 oz. cup for $3.00.    
Reserve your soup today by filling out the form below and  
giving it to Janet Bampton.   The soup is available after worship 
on the dates listed on the menu.  All proceeds from the soup sale will 
be used for the building fund.  

January 11  Chicken Noodle 
 Zuppa Tuscani 
 Pasta Fagioli 

January 18  Chicken Pot Pie 
 Potato 
 Broccoli Cheese 
 Beef Barley 

January 25  Chili (Beef) 
 Italian Wedding 
 Ham and Bean 
 Cheesy Floret 

February 1  Italian Chicken Orzo 
 Kielbasa Smoked Corn Chowder 
 Beef Vegetable Barley 
 Parmesan Corn Chowder 

February 8  Chicken Pot Pie 

Name: _____________________________________________ 

Soup: _____________________________________________ 

$3.00 for 12 oz.  _______     Date for Pick-up:  _____________ 

Please place order in offering plate or give to Janet Bampton. 
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January Birthdays 
3 ï Patrick White 

4 ï Della Heck 

5 ï Douglas White 

8 ï Ashley Francisco 

11 ï Mariano Ortiz, Shawn Feather 

15 ï Kelly Brennan, Nancy Barto 

16 ï Naithan Szerszen 

17 ï Alda Krick 

21 ï L. Scott Reeser, Robert Westley 

22 ï David Fox 

26 ï Justice Ortiz-Nicholson 

27 ï Charles E. Renninger 

28 ï Jane Battaglieri, Ruth Gibbs 

 
 


